The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
of misfortune there would be little against him. As it is
he does more good than harm. His suppression would be
like closing down Harley Street and lay us open to the
charge of leaving the anti-social, malignant wizard to work
his will unchecked.
Even those who regret that the theological differences
and dogmas which have racked Europe are now being
transplanted to Africa must find it impossible to see any
well-run Mission station without realising the excellence
of the work that is being done.    The noble savage of
fiction, apart from his magnificent physique, is hard to
parallel in fact.    Recent researches in East Africa have
shown that he does not even know how to feed himself,
that his diet is generally so unbalanced as to be prejudicial.
Contrasted with the normal squalor of his existence, the
cleanliness and order of a good Mission cannot fail to
make an eSect.    The native attitude to Missions and what
they teach is often appreciative  and there seems little
unreadiness to accept the new doctrines.    If it were not
for the insistence on monogamy Christianity would spread
rapidly, but here there is a conflict with the social and
economic structure.    Many tribes practise the levirate by
which on a man's death his wives are taken over by his
sons or brothers.    One result of this institution is that
the problem of old and homeless women with no one to
look after them is  avoided.    Amongst the  agricultural
tribes a man's potential wealth seems to depend largely
on the number of his wives, which dooms the monogamist
to poverty.    As a result, secessionist Churches have sprung
tip in Kenya and elsewhere, which, while endeavouring in
everything else to conform with the Christianity they have
imbibed claim in this one respect the authority of the
Old Testament, a situation which at a later date may well
arise in the Sudan.    There is generally a preponderance
106